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Message from President Beck A. Taylor

The Best of Whitworth: A Few of My Favorite Things
I get a lot of interesting questions in my email inbox and as I
meet with Whitworth folks around the country. Many just want
to get a general sense of how things are going at the university,

•

or whether the Taylor family is enjoying the Inland Northwest,
or which beloved faculty members are still teaching. One of
the most common questions I receive is "What do you like best
about Whitworth?" So, as I serve in my fifth year as president,
here's a list of some of my favorite things about this place.

• The fact that almost everyone at Whitworth can recite the
mission statement. "Mind and heart" and "honor God, follow
Christ and serve humanity" are words that roll right off the
tongues of true Whitworthians.
• Being a pirate is respectable, and words like "booty" don't
(always) draw a snicker.
• Speaking of pirates, there's the intense irony that Whitman's
teams are the Missionaries and Whitworth's teams are the
Pirates. What a great rivalry!
• Hearing the Whitworth Choir at Christmastime - nothing
more beautiful. Julie and I travel with the choir to Seattle
each season and also hear them perform in Spokane. After
listening to four performances, I've usually got the program
down by heart, but Choir Director Marc Hafso hasn't yet
taken me up on my offers to join his wonderful singers.
• The trees (and this is a great place for a person who
loves trees). Can you tell, (Photo above.)
• Faculty members who could be teaching anywhere and
who choose to stay at Whitworth. All are experts in their
disciplines who desire to know and mentor our students.
• Seeing students from SoCal and Hawaii in flip-flops on
snowy, sloggy days (and every other day).
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• The way Leonard Oakland gets his reading glasses to stay
stuck to his forehead when they're not in use.
• The word "intinction." Please return down the center aisle.
• The senior communion and commissioning service held
during Commencement Weekend. There's never a dry eye
during this ceremony at which we officially commission our
graduates to serve humanity.
• Our student section at home basketball games. There's no
better or more supportive fan base in Division Ill.
• Whitworth's absolute commitment to the student experience.
I can honestly say that every decision we make considers the
student experience first and foremost.
• The fact that Whitworth is 1~Oagainst the University of
Oregon in football. (The game took place in 1908. and
Oregon has refused to schedule us ever since.)
• The way admissions tours stay away from Graves Gym.
Far, far away.
• The fact that the students still call the dining hall Saga,
though Saga decamped a generation ago.

As always, please keep Whitworth in your prayers.
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Features -----------6 WHITWORTH 125
In celebration of Whitworth's 125th anniversary, members of the
Whitworth community share what they appreciate, value, cherish,
miss and love about the place that many still think of fondly as
home. Let's hear it for French Dip Fridays!

14 SENT BY MERCY
After their years aboard the volunteer hospital ship Africa Mercy, two
young women adjust to life on land as Whitworth students. Read our
interview with both of them about each one's "year of firsts:'
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On the cover: Spokane graphic
designer Chris Bovey, who
designed the Torchbearers book

that commemorates Whitworth's
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moments from Whitworth's first

century-and-a-quarter.

www.whitworth.edujwhitworthtoday
~TODAY

3

[Editor's NOTE]
As 1 write this, my colleagues are bustling up and down the
halls, talking on their cells, conferring in hushed tones inside
and outside their offices. All is expectation and behind-thescenes preparation. The big l Z'ith-armiversarv celebration is
under way_
Yesterday, at the President's Leadership Forum, former U.S.
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice spoke to a packed house
at the Spokane Convention Center. Rice also visited campus,
where, before another large audience, she engaged in an hourlong conversation with Whitworth President Beck A. Taylor.
Today, trustees are on campus, going about their usual (and
crucial) business and, perhaps, preparing to attend Whitworth
Theatre's fall production, The Draws)1 Chaperone, or to cheer on
the volleyball team in its match against George Fox U. Many
will stay to attend the Homecoming games tomorrow afternoon
(the football team takes on the powerhouse Willamette
Bearcars in the Pine Bowl, and men's soccer will be home
against Whitman. Go, Bucsl). and then go on to the signature
event of the weekend, the l2Sth-anniversary celebration, at
the Spokane Convention Center. President Taylor will make a
big announcement: there'll be a presentation on Whitworth's
past, present and future: a short film commissioned for the
occasion will be shown: and all four of Whitworth's large music
ensembles will perform.
In addition to all of these events, people will participate in
mini-college sessions, go on campus tours, see an art exhibit by
Seattle artist Chris Jordan, watch President Taylor plant the
quasquicentennia] tree in The Loop (I'll bet that "Q" word is
new to you; it certainly was to me), visit classes, buy the 125th-

anniversary book, Torchbearen as well as Bill Robinson's new
book, Matters of Mind & Heart in the bookstore, attend the
Athletics Hall of Fame Breakfast, play in or watch the alumni
tennis matches, see what's up with the brand-new Whitworth
Office of Community Engagement, attend meals and other
gatherings with their reunion classes, rehearse and perform with
the massed choir of Whitworth alumni who sang in the choir
during their college careers, visit the Torchbearen exhibit in the
library, attend community worship (where the massed choir will
perform), have a cup of something hot and tasty at the Mind
& Hearth, and head home buoyed up, tired out, and happy, as
always, to be a member of the Whitworth family.
It's been a crazy few months as the folks in Hawthorne Hall
and Hardwick House have pulled this epic weekend together.
And the pace won't be slowing noticeably anytime soon, since
this weekend also marks the launch of The Campaign for
Whitworth, a $100-million drive that addresses the university's
need for an enhanced, expanded music facility, seeks to build
the endowment, supports annual giving and programs. and
encourages outreach to others through Whitworth Serves.
As Whitworth enters its l Zorh year, Whitworth TOM)I salutes
the many members of the Whitworth family whose vision
has never wavered, whose faith has never failed, and whose
industry in the pursuit of the best for Whitworth keeps our
offices hopping and our minds and hearts invested in building
the university's bright future. Happy birthday, Whitworth~
l

l

• • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
As a Whitworth grad (Class of '93) and employee (since 1983), I remember and continue
to experience a lot of great moments at Whitworth. Here's my Whitworth Top 10:
The Miracle in the Fieldhouse, when our men's basketball team came
back from a seemingly insurmountable deficit - in less than a minuteto beat George Fox University and win the Bucs' fifth conference title in
a row. Incredible.
When Physics Prof Kamesh Sankaran walks to the front of the packed
Robinson Teaching Theatre at the beginning of his Core 150 guest lecture
and asks the class, "How do I sound?"They generally mumble back
something positive. Kamesh then says, "Do I sound as good as I look?"
Walking around campus with my three granddaughters, ages 9, 7 and 2,
and telling them all about the buildings and the green spaces - and then
hearing the older two say that they want to be Whitworth students one day.
(The little one's still visiting pre-schools.)
Beating Whitman. At anything.
Walking down the hall of my building and seeing people I've known
throughout their time as Whitworth students, Whitworth graduates, and
Whitworth employees. (There have to be some perks to getting old.)

Hearing a Core 250 student talk excitedly about Leonard Oakland's Nietzsche
lecture and knowing exactly why sjhe is so cranked up.
Remembering the first time Keith Beebe carefully set the stage in Core 150 for
the meaning of a kairos moment, and then asked, after recounting his reaction
to a horrible event when he was a kid, "What day do you think that was?" "The
day Lincoln was shot!" shouted Jack Burns. (Jack is older than Keith.)
The overflowing petunia baskets that hang along the Hello Walk all
summer long.
Having a Whitworth grad, Class of '84 - one of my favorite all-time
Whitworthians - as my capo de tutti capi.lt helps that he's insanely smart,
that he knows a million sports anecdotes and other funny stories, and that
he's incredibly kind, thoughtful and grateful for the work that my colleagues
and I do.
The fact that every time I go to the HUB, I can see my dad's name and my
son's name etched into the bricks in the entryway.

..... . ................... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
[Write US!]

We want to know what you think - about Whitworth Today, and about Whitworth in general. Send us an email (tmitchell@Whitworth.edu)
or write us at Whitworth Today, University Communications Office, Whitworth University, 300 W. Hawthorne Road, Spokane, WA 99251.
Whitworth Today reserves the right to edit letters for length and/or content.
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JOIN US FOR THESE UPCOMING SIGNATURE WHITWORTH EVENTS
TAKING PLACE IN 2014-15
Through June 30, 2015:

Dec. 13-14:

Feb. 21:

Feb. 24 & April 7:

Torchbearers: The Exhibit
(Harriet Cheney Cowles Library, Whitworth campus)
Christmas Festival Concerts
(Martin Woldson Theater atThe Fox)
Wilson Fellow Lecture with Documentarian Helen Whitney
(Leonard Oakland Film Festival, Whitworth campus)
Writer-in-Residence

Events with Spokane Author Jess Walter

March 14:

125th Anniversary Celebration
(Los Angeles)

March 28:

Whitworth Serves Day
(Locations throughout the U.S.)

April 11:

125th Anniversary Celebration
(Denver)

April 14:

Spring President's Leadership Forum with Bryan Stevenson,
Founder and Executive Director of the Equal Justice Initiative
(Spokane Convention Center)

April 18-19:

May 16·17:

Whitworth Sponsors Spokane Symphony Concerts
(Martin Woldson Theater atThe Fox)
125th Commencement Weekend
(Whitworth campus and Spokane Arena)

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Learn more about Whitworth's

125th anniversary

year and related events,

as well as the stories that illustrate our mission, at www.whitworth.eduj125.
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1 THf lOOP ~
"A safe place to grapple with
the transition

from child to

adult and catch a few Frisbees."
-Angie (Lou) Nelson, '01

"The sheer beauty of The Loop. !
live in the Midwest now and

•
•
••
•
••
•
•
•
••

.•

·
·••
•

sometimes dream about The Loop."
- Wendy Arralde Porrgen, '94
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9 SUUIRRHS
2 SNOW

"I love that J can see

up to five squirrels

"Crossing campus on a December

just while I'm walk-

night with the glow of lights on the

ing to my next class."

snow, a backpack full of the greatest
thoughts throughout

- Gabrielle Lee, '14

the ages, and

friends back in the darn, to make
me laugh ... and pay for that night's
piZZH." - Dave Fogelstror», '92

3 OIOlfR'S YOGURT TUfSOAY
4 HOMf
"Knowing
drive
left on

that

north

on

whenever
Division,

Hawthorne

right onto

and

campus,

Whitwonh

forever.

turn
take

a

am home.
Amen!"

- Dianna Pategas, '92

~ 5 BfANlfS
~ 6 UlTiMAH fRISBH
7 C[RfMONIAl OPfNING Of THf
BAllS WITH ROSS CUTHR

~ B CORf 250
"This might be a controversial
statement

.. but I loved Core 250.

It taught me so much about why
people think

the way they do. I

have referenced

back to thinkers

and writers I read in that

class.

That, and it's always good to have
a word like 'entelechy'

to drop in

a sentence or to tell people they're
all just part of the herd." - Melinda
(Leavitt) Richardson,

'12

7

11 THf tAMPUS

'"

10 fAtUlTY

"I love the campus. So beautiful and serene. Just felt at peace

• "RON PYlE'''

walking through campus." - [amie Crockett

love

12 THf OlD SWING

Parker

e\'erything

about

her, but especially
Shakespeare

her

classes and

Thai cooking." - Catherine (Sittser) Grady, '05
• "I love Dr. Mike Sardinia! He has been the
most influential

person

in my daughter's college
life. He has made time

''[ so miss swinging on the swing.

j

solved lots of problems

there!" - Pamela (Jacob) Willmering,

'75

13lfONARO OAKlAND'S NIHZStHf lftTURf
14 THf PHONATHON

~ 15 nHltS BOWl
~ 10 JAN HAM

for her even when he

~ 17WfSTMINSHR GAROfN

had no time left to give.

"The Westminster

He has encouraged

I loved sitting out there in upper-division

at everv turn,

her

He has

been her friend,

inspi-

garden and that old red picnic table!

classes. discussing

such weighty topics as the lise of bird imagery in 20th-century
American

lit." -T(mya (Schaible)

Aovagi. '04

ration and father figure
away from home. Awe-

18 THf WHITWORTH tHOIR

some,

"I would say any of the performances with the Whitworth

awesome

Choir. Specifically, though,

Peyton

Handel's Messiah on Palm Sunday at the Cathedral

"Two

Bruner."

words:

Dale

- Mark

Jack-

son, '97

8

man!

We are blessed. ' - Patry

•
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- Shane l.auri, '05
"P31l1

'. '.

I will never forger singing

St. John. It was a powerful and moving experience

of

of the

Spirit, conveyed through music." - Anna McCollough,

'08
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1~ RfSIOfNT ASSISTANTS
''[ was first introduced

to my Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ as a freshman at Whitworth

College

by my resident assistant, Jeff Arnold, while llived
in Warren Hall in 1995." - Erik Flodin, '99

10 THf OINING HAll
"One

of

the

things

love

is fitting

people around a single table. just
friend

group

can

sit

$0

together

12

my whole

for

dinner."

- Keely Cooper, ' 14

21l0Vf ANO mmT
"Realizing that it was a safe place to ask anything
I wanted
encouraged,

without
taught,

being Judged, where
and corrccred

I was

with love
age, !

and respect. Despite my 'non-traditional'

never felt out of place with my profs nnd peers."
"Sledding

- Jay Hodct

on orange trays from the old

Saga!" - Erin (Johnson) Camper, '01

22 OmATING WHITMAN RfGUlARlY
23 SAGA 8ROWNIfS ATTHf AlUMNI HNT
2rMIRROR, MIRRORTHf 80DY IMAGf SHOW"

~ 26 VIRGIN rlNfLONfS
"The fun is trying to
cacch a virgin pinecone.

I

graduated, bur it's still one
of my goods."
- Brenda Alcala, ' 12

27 rARAOOXfS
"I love that Whitworth
challenge. The community

is a paradox of comfort and

is incredibly relational and makes

students reel supported, yet pushes students to grow and
challenges rhem not to be the same person when they leave."

•
••
•
••

- Madison Garner, '16

"Heart and mind; faith and reason; human and divine .. how
they infused campus life." - Lance M. Weeda, Sr., '87
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ited my son, Shannon,

working for Athletes

31 TH[ INlANO
NORTHWfSTBUSINfSS
PlAN COMPfTlTION

at McMillan

Action.

34 CAMPUS SfCURITY

into

J

vis-

it was

his fresh-

\XIi·rnw::rorl TODAY

nesburg.

South

absolutely

the

was

for

noticeably

subdued

and

dimensionally:

homesick,

nussmg

his

•

•

mother

and

ch i ldhood

academic

(Go,
growth,

day, Shannon

is a

WU grad (' 13) and pursuing the adventure

in

fit

multia superb

curriculum,

four years of track & field

Nearly

five vears since

.'

was

right

Shannon,

home on the South Hill.

that

o

o

Africa,

Whitworth

man year. Shannon

Bucsf},

spiritual

and friendships

lasting a lifetime."

- Donald McKay Winant

of a

lifetime, a year in [ohan-

35 fiT
10

a week

Hall;

.' .'

•••••••••••••••••

"I recal] the day

33 PRfSlOfNrS
CHRISTMAS RfCfPTION

•

o

• ••••

~ 30 MOCK ROCK

32lAURHTA'S OMHHS

o

o

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
• 28 fOOO TRAOITIONS
• French Dip Fridays
•
• Steak and calzones
• Turkey retraannt
•
• Sundae bar
•
o
•
••
o•

36 MAC HAUNHO HOUSf

•••
~

J7 In CRfAM & JAil IN THf liBRARY
COURTYARO
JB CONNfCTlON
"Connection, connection, connection. No
matter how far I go or how long I'm away,
the ties to Whitworth
play. Mahalo

famtlv

always come into

for being port of my forever

on this amazing journey called life!"

- Wendy Acosta, '82

~ J9 Bill ROBINSON'S Bin
40 ACAOfMIC RfGAliA
• Darrell Guder's "air filter" collar
• Jonathan

Moo's hat

• Beck Taylor's "bling"

~ 41 COMMUNITY BUilDING OAY
421NTRAMURAlS
4J THf PINf BOWl
44 SMAll ClAmS
"I loved the SIlled I classes and getting
know my professors and classmates.

to

I still

keep in touch with them! I also loved being
able to freely talk about God am] how he has

experience!" - Christy Peterson, '10

••
•
••
•
•
•

45 fVfNING PROGRAMS
"Whitworth

makes going to school and working full time pos-

sible. Allows you to reach your goals, understands
pens, and has small class sizes and dmazing

that life hap-

supportive staff!'
- Melanie Lilly

"We love Whitworth
ates of Whitworth's

- both my husband and I are gradu-

Evening Teacher Certification

Program!

Where else could I have professors who prayed (or me during
rough rimes? Amazing people that we will.never forger!"
- Kerri Hescock York, '07

"The professors and staff in the evening program and how
they always care about their students and can alwavs help you
when needed, even if it is simply responding through an email
on the weekends! I'm
Whitworth;

SD

.~:~,.;..--~.:.:~
...
•••••••••••

influenced Illy life. Thanks for the wonderful

glad my friend convinced me to look into

it is a remarkable school!" - Mindy Simonson
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46 HfRI1AGf
"I love the

long

aru] wide heritage that
we have
on

experienced

the

campus

Whitworth
through

eral generations
family.

My

and several

sevof our

in-laws,

Pirates, as did my hus-

my nephew,
our

family

stronger

o

o

40 fANCY HAS1
4~ COOl WHIP

~1 PRIOf

COllSIIlS.

bonds

are

because

of

"The people here arc rclationallv motivated. The staff,

that rich, shared edu-

the faculty, and the students

cational

connection.

are friendly and supportive.

second fam-

After completing

It's like

<1

....

c-

o
o

o

...
....

degrees ar

three other institutions,

memories!"

most proud to he

rhian!" - Sinay Butler, '14

"One of ruv favorite soap opera
stars attended Whitworth:
or

~ ~J1Hf BIG 1HRff

0

~4 CmBRI1Y AlUMNI

I arn

,I Whitwor-

Ainley, '84

12

o "'

'.

ily home, full of family

- Glenna Carson

o

: 1:<,J'h'I~

~1 HOOKS UPI OASmOAll
IN 1Hf flflOHOUSf

..
...
.
··
···
··
o

o
o

~~ SMAll GROUPS

0 0 0 ••••

o
o

o

I. My son,

band and

'.

o

47 PIRAH'S WVf

aunts and

uncles, fell in love as

.
.
.
.··
··
oN"""·
··
··..
.

o.

......

Sr. John (One Life

f(J

TrevLive)!!"

- Kristie Thill
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55 VOCATION
"What 1 love about Whitworth
is the education I received - not
just 'book knowledge,' but 'life
knowledge.' 1 learned how to see my
job as a vocation and a calling, nor
just a career - and that my job does
not define who 1 am. I am defined
by my beliefs, my actions. and my
impact on the world for Christ Jesus.
I learned at Whitworth

into

••
••

positive way.

(I

I wish everyone could have the opportunity
go to Whitworth!"

- Amy (Edsall) Thoreson,

to

'09

..
•.
.••

..

'. •

•

.......

56 PRIMf TlMf
our

63 WAlKfR O. PlANK

into my own living mom around
8 p.m. to see if my housematcs
want to spend some time together and take

<1

break from work."

- Elizabeth Wedl, '11

>

157 HOSANNA
~B fOlK SONGS WITH OAlf
SOOfN,ARliN MIGliAZZO ANO
KATHY lH
~~ "CAMP WHITWORTH"
"lr
two

W}JS

like camp. Igraduated with

degrees

years and

in

three-and-a-half

I still have one of my

golden pine cones." - Chris Hamming, '94

62 GRAVfS GYM
"Practice

60 "HOOKlf BOBBIN'
IN THf lOOP!"

noon;

at Graves

in the after-

I love the wav the light

Streams into rhar old gym on a
fall afternoon."

61 STAGf II

Ahsing, '06

.•.
•
•
·•·
••
··•
•
···
·····
•
•
•
••
••
•
•
••

...............
''[ still find myself wandering

.•

•

.•

taught me to use the knowledge

I gained to impact humanity in

••
•

••
••
••
•

the world and get paid. ! null' feel that
\Vhitworth

..
•

··
··•··
···
···
·••

doesn't have to be a place where you
Ollt

•

••
•
•
••
•
•
••

that college

learn things just so you can go

••

Becca (Kame)

.......

.'

.'

•

•
••

•
••
•
••

.

Meet Carys
Parker, '17
(right), and
Hannah Palmer,
'18, both of whom
hail from the Africa
Mercy, the world's
largest charity hospital
ship, which is owned and
operated by the Mercy Ships
organization, a ministry of
Youth WIth A Mission. The

Mercy sails along the West
African coast, bringing Zl stcentury medical care

to

some of

the world's poorest countries.
Currently, there are 450 active crew
members aboard the ship who have,
to date, performed 67,000 life-saving

surgeries for people who line up for miles
to

receive treatment.
Parker is the first person

to

have grown up

entirely aboard Mercy Ship vessels, and Palmer
has spent the last five years aboard the ship. Their
"year of firsts"away from family and the ship have
been interesting ones, and both agreed to talk with
us about transitioning

to

at Whitworth.

14
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life on land, specifically

What are some things you
enjoy about life on land?
Carys: I've really enjoyed

walking, feeling

safe on campus, and enjoying
and good

wi-fi.

Hannah:

Nature,

definitely.

nature. Oh,

It's

something we just didn't get a lot of on
the ship, you know. Oh, and yes, having
Internet

everywhere!

Who are some of your
favorite professors?
Carys: Keith Beebe. He's also my advisor.

What are some of the
reasons each of you chose
to attend Whitworth?
Carys: I knew the transition

Carys: I really enjoy Stewart. The cultures
between the dorms at Whitworth
are

from the ship

would be hard, so 1 wanted a community
that would be safe to grow in. It felt safe,

enjoyable experience as well. Whether
you're eight miles from home or 8,000, it's

Hannah: One of the big reasons I chose
to attend was because Carys was here. I

still possible to be just as homesick. I've
found that I relate to a lot of people here

also knew the transition from the ship
would be hard, and I loved the way the

in spite of coming off the ship.

community felt. It's everywhere here,
even where you walk. We've got the Hello
Walk! I mean, seriously!

made it look like the nicest building on
campus, and it turns out it pretty much is.

Cary" I'm studying theology largely
because of my time growing up in Africa

Did you have apprehensions
about attending Whitworth?

ship, seeing the hands and

feet of Jesus wherever we went and seeing
these miraculous things being done. I'm
learning so much about how to portray the
Bible in a way that excites people, and I'm
how to communicate
across cultures.

truth that is

Hannah: Graphic design and marketing
have always been passions of mine. It's just
what I've always wanted to be a part of.
love the impact of powerful advertising,
and growing up I experienced

a lot of

that first-hand. My parents have worked
with YWAM and Mercy Ships for the

Hannah: I live in East Hall. I never visited
the campus before arriving a couple days
before classes started, so I had to go off the
photos on the website. The photos of East

What are your majors? Why
are you studying these fields?

learning

and life in general, so it's great

to be a part of that. Working as a culturaldiversity advocate there has been a really

home when I arri ved on campus.

relevant

so different, and Stewart is crazy! All
the freshmen there are so excited about
Whitworth

but still open to the world. It felt like

on a hospital

He helped me a ron as I was adjusting

What dorms do you live in?

I

Carvs:

I didn't think homesickness

be an issue for me until right around

affected me.

has really

one of my favorites.

He probably doesn't

know I exist or how much his class has
already changed my life (laughs).
Hannah:

Jack Burns is brilliant.

I love the

way he integrates his faith into everything.
He's so real about it. I love how firm Jim
Edwards is in what he believes, but he
still encourages us to expand on what
we're thinking about. He's led me to ask
so many questions and examine so much
about myself.

In general, do you see Whitworth
as a good fit for students coming
from Mercy Ships?
Carys: Whitworth
is absolutely a great fit.
The community, in many ways, reflects the
one we come from on the Africa Mercy.
Hannah:

would
the

of both

God is at the center

places (Whitworth

and the Africa Mercy),

so it is very easy to see it is a perfect fit.

time I left the ship. The sheer distance
was hard to come to grips with, after being
in such close proximity to my family 24/7
all my life. I was honestly worried about
getting

lost on campus.

compared

It just felt so big

to the ship!
Both women

Hannah: I was almost too excited about
coming here to feel much apprehension,

are considering

but not fitting in or not finding a group
was something

Whitworth,
school and internships
organizations.
return to the

including

to broaden

graduate

with other charity

They agreed they feel called to

Africa Mercy at some point

and both feel better-equipped
the opportunity

all

their options for life after

I did think about.

last 27 years, so being immersed in nongovernmental
organization culture, and
a culture of volunreertsm,

to

life on campus. But reallv, all my theology
professors are just 50 great. Forrest Baird is

in the future,

to do so now that they have had
their worldviews

at Whitworth.
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What a Weekend!
University celebrates 125 years and launches The Campaign for Whitworth
This fall, Whitworth
celebration
university's

hosted

a

Oct. 9,12, faculty, staff, students,
alumni,

Taylor highlighted

unlike any other in the
history. Across four days,

parents

trustees,

and friends converged

a leadership

donation

of$2 million from the Cowles Family
Foundation for the new Cowles Music

Center. The project includes a significant

community
Whitworth

addition

instrumental

to and a remodel of the existing

on campus and celebrated Homecoming,

music facility, which was originally

Family Weekend
125th birthday.

constructed
in 1978 with a lead gift that
was also from the Cowles family.

and Whitworth's

A high point of the weekend
official l Z'irh-anniversarv

was the

celebration

In addition, Whitworth
trustee and
immediate past Chair of the Board Walt

event, held Saturday evening at the

Oliver, '67, and his wife, Kay, have

Spokane Convention
Center. The 1,400
attendees enjoyed tasty food and stellar

committed $3 million in support of the
new music center. Whitworth
has secured

performances by Whitworth's
major
music ensembles: wind symphony, string

$10.6 million toward this $13.5-miliIon
highest-priority
facility.

orchestra,

Taylor also highlighted
a campaign
initiative ro increase scholarship funds,

jazz ensemble

and choir; as

well as the debut of a film, Celebrating
Whitworth, that was commissioned for

the occasion. Three featured speakersProfessor of English Leonard Oakland,
Class of 2015 member Sena Hughes,
and President Beck A. Taylor - offered
comments on Whitworth's enduring past,
vibrant

present,

and bright future.

Taylor, in his comments,
announced
Campaign

formally

the pub! ie phase of The
for Whitworth,
which has

already secured $56 million in gifts and
pledges toward the campaign's ambitious
$1 DO-million goal. Among
16
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those gifts,

The historic celebration weekend
concluded with a Sunday-morning

which are critical

for supporting

students

and maintaining
the socioeconomic
diversity of Whitworth's
student body,
and he identified other initiatives that
elevate Whitworth's
distinctiveness,
including

the Core World view Program,

study-abroad.
science research, endowed
faculty chairs and professorships,
and
faculty and staff development.
The evening celebration closed on a
special note, as Oakland led the audience
in singing Amazing Grace, which he called
"the alma mater of our souls."

worship service. The
Fieldhouse resounded

with

music by the Spokane

Brass

Quintet and choral works and hymns sung
by the B'i-voice Choral Reunion Choir,
featuring the Whitworth Choir, performing
with reunion participants,
led by Director
of Choral Music Marc A. Hafso.
The service also included a sermon
delivered

by Professor of Theology

Jerry

Sittser: an awarding of the George F.
Whitworth
Medal to trustee and alumnus
Charles "Chuck"
premiere of The
commissioned

Boppell, '65; and the
hymn

Way of\X!isdom, a

for the 125th celebration.

(For related stories, see Pages 18 and
22.) The concluding service was a fitting
way to close Whitworrh's one-of-a-kind
quasquiceutennia]
celebration.
To learn more about The Campaign
for Whitworth,
including the Whitworrh
Serves initiative; to view the short version
of the commissioned

Celebrating Whitworth

film; and for stories, videos and events
related to Whitworth's
l Z'itli-aruuversarv
celebration,

visit www.whitworth.edu/125.

-

James P. and Wanda Cowles (left) are honorary co-chairs ofThe Campaign for Whitworth, and
Scott, '84, and Sue, '85, Chandler serve as campaign co-chairs.

Whitworth Serves
At the evening celebration on
Saturday, Oct 11, Whitworth President
Beck A Taylor launched a key initiative
of the campaign: Whitworth Serves.
This initiative invites members of the
Whitworth family to track and report their
hours of community service, whether they
volunteer at their churches, at non profits
in their hometowns, or on reunion
committees for their alma meters.
"We hope you will give to Whitworth,
but we also hope you will give through
Whitworth:' Taylor said. "We envision
alumni and parents, faculty, staff and
students, and friends allover the world
notifying us of their gifts of service and
allowing us to count them in the name
of Whitworth. At the end of each
academic year, we will tally up the hours
served and report them alongside our
fund-raising totals."
As part of the initiative, March 28,
2015, has been named the inaugural
"Whitworth Serves" Day, when members
of the Whitworth family are encouraged to
join together in their hometowns and enjoy
a day of service in the name of Whitworth.
~TODAY
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Mac Celebrates 100 Years
In its century of enstence, McMillan Hall
has developed traditions that include
everything from its annual haunted house
(not for the faint of heart) to a patois that
is indecipherable for anyone who hasn't
spent at least a semester within the
hallowed halls. In October, Mac celebrated
its centennial with a reunion, a gathering
of former residents and their families, and
a heartfelt rendition of Eyes Bright on the
front steps and surrounding the beloved
Mac happy face (left). When asked why he'd
chosen Mac as his residence hall, freshman
Sukwoo Lee said, ''The NO.1 reason is that
not only does Mac feel like a brotherhood:
It feels like family:' Happy first century, Mac!

A Hymn for Whitworth
By Ben Brody, '98, D.M.A.

Ad~m

[I.!.

L. Tice

The Wayotw'
Isdom

When I was approached with the idea of
commissioning a hymn to celebrare Whitworth's 125[h
anniversary, 1 immediately thought of my friend Adam
Tice. Adam (born 1979) is a Mennonite pastor and
hymn writer with whom I frequently collaborate,
writing tunes for his texts. Adam's fourth published
hymn collection will appear this summer, and
his hymns have appeared in virtually all recenrly
published hymnals (including six in the recent
Presbyterian hymnal, Glory to God). Adam visited
Whitworth a year ago to lead a hymn-writing
workshop and festival featuring his hymn texts. In
preparing to write the commissioned hymn, Adam
read up on Whitworth's history, mission, and unique
place in Christian higher education. The hymn
contains references familiar to Whitworthians
(vmind and heart," "narrow ridge"), yet is universal
enough that it could be sung at worship services at
(rod.
other academic institutions.
Wc_
~ I
[) - 10WChri\( i" serTI-rerune t ]rat we C hose £lor t I]re lymn IS. bY
English composer Gustav Holst, and is found
in the movement "Jupiter" from his orchestral
work The Planets. It was later adapted and
~~~::~--__
.. ~
;
set with the English patriotic text, 1 Vow to Thee, My Coenrry,
and
appears in many hymnals with the text 0 God, Be)lond All Praising. It seems to me to be
musically accessible to congregations, but it has a certain gravttas that lends itself well to
academic settings. I am thrilled with the way Adam's text turned out and with how well
it works combined with the Holst tune. I look forward to singing it at future academic
convocations and other university events for years to come.
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Whitworth
and Spokane communities
with intriguing perspectives on important
issues in our world."
Rice's visit - which
a trip to Whitworth

also encompassed
to speak to studen-s..

faculty and staff - attracted
ovations and picketing
reception at Whitworth
she discussed,

among

both standing

dissenters. Her
was warm, and
other things,

her

faith and its relationship
with her work
in the Bush administration.
Rice served as provost of Stanford
University from 1993~99, during which
time she was the institution's

chief

budget and academic officer. As provost,
she was responsible for a $1.5 billion
annual

budget and an academic

program

for 1,400 faculty members and 14,000
students. Rice is currently the Denning
Professor in Global Business and the

President's Leadership Forum Features
Condoleezza Rice

Economy

Bush Secretary of State attracts enthusiastic audiences
Former Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice was the featured speaker at
Whitworthls
fall President's Leadership
Forum, held at the Spokane

Convention

Center. Nearly 2,000 people attended the
luncheon

at which she spoke.

From 2005-09, Rice served as the 66th

also the first woman to serve as National
Security Advisor, a post she held from

2001·05
"We were thrilled

at the Stanford

Graduate

School of Business; the Thomas and
Barbara Stephenson
Sen ior Fellow on

to welcome

Condoleezza Rice to Whitworrh
University and to Spokane," says

Public Policy at the Hoover Institution;
and a professor of political science at
Stanford
founding

University. She is also the
partner of RiceHadleyGates,

LLC, an international
consulring finn.
Rice is the author

strategic
and co-author

Whitworth
President Beck A. Taylor.
"The depth of her experience within

of numerous books, including two
bestsellers: No Higher Honor: A

George W. Bush. She was the second

the White

woman and first African-American

and her expertise in history, economics

MemoiT of My Years in Washington, and
Extraordinar)l, Ordinar)1 People: A Memoir

woman

and political

o[Family.

U.S. Secretary

of State under President

to hold the position.

Rice was

House and higher
science,

provided

education,
the

Tony Award-Winner Wows Whitworth

I
,I

The cast of Whitworth Theatre's fall production, The Drowsy
Chaperone ~ a parody of 1920s musical comedies ~ graces
the stage for a curtain call. The play, a 2006 TonyAwardwinning effort directed at Whitworth by Assistant Professor
Brooke Kiener, '99 (Theatre), music-directed by Associate
Professor Scott Miller (Music), and choreographed by
Jeannie Huskisson, '08 (Admissions), wowed the crowds
with its comedy, illusions, energetic dance numbers, onboaroanauplane wedding, and celebration of the value of
entertainment in our lives. "We wanted something that felt
really celebratory for the 125-year anniversary celebration;'
Kiener says. "If you love a laugh-a-minute comedy, a
hummable tune, and a good kick-line, this is the show for you:'
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Excellence Refueled
Keeping Whitworth's rankings in the high
digits includes recruiting an excellent
freshman class each year. Here's a profile
of Whitworth's Class of 2018:
NUMBER OF STUDENTS
AVERAGE GPA/SAT:

Whitworth Rising

619

3.76/1760

PERCENTAGE FROM UNDERREPRESENTED

University reaches highest echelons of respected rankings yet again
Whitworth University holds the No.3
spot in U.S. News & World Report's annual
rankings of the best regional university
values in the West. And for the 15th
consecutive year, Whitworth maintains its
position as one of the top 10 best regional
universities in the West.

Whitworth also ranks No.3 in the West
for strong commitment to undergraduate
teaching. The institutions on this list were
cited most often by college presidents,
provosts and deans, who were asked to
identify up to 10 schools in their ranking
category that met the commitment-toteaching criteria.
The university is also No.9 in U.S.
News' latest ranking of 120 master's-level
universities in the lfi-state region of
the Western U.S. Greg Orwig, '91, vice
president for admissions and financial aid
at Whitworth, says that to be ranked a

top-If regional university by U.S. News
for the 15th year in a row, in addition
to being recognized by so many other
respected organizations, is a sign of
Whitworth's commitment to excellence.
"Whitworth's consistently high rankings
underscore for students the fact that
they are getting an excellent return on
their educational investment - not only
in the outstanding faculty, programs
and facilities they enjoy, but also in the
great things they accomplish when they
graduate," Orwig says. "What really
makes Whitworth distinctive, however,
goes beyond top rankings. What our
students and alumni highlight is the
deeply relational character of our campus
community and our mission to elevate
academic excellence and faith-learning
integration as complementary rather than
competing values."

24.2 (most diverse class in
Whitworth history)
GROUPS:

PERCENTAGE FROM OUT OF STATE

40.2

41/59

PERCENTAGE OF MALE/FEMALE

NUMBER OF NEW INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS:

25 (up from 10 last year)
NUMBER OF STATES/COUNTRIES
REPRESENTED

25/18

MOST COMMON FEMALE NAME
MOST COMMON MALE NAME:

Emily

Andrew

MOST COMMON HOMETOWNS:

Spokane, Tacoma, Colbert, Portland
LONGEST DISTANCE TRAVELED TO ENROLL:

10,250 miles, from South Africa

Viva Sandoval!
Jazz icon Arturo Sandoval, who rocked the house with
the award-winning Whitworth Jazz Ensemble on Nov.
7 in Cowles Auditorium, is quite an award-winner
himself - of 10 Grammy Awards, six Billboard Awards,
and an Emmy (not to mention a little trinket called
the Presidential Medal of Freedom). Calling Sandoval
"one of the greatest jazz musicians and trumpet
virtuosos of all time;' Whitworth Jazz Ensemble
Director Dan Keberle promised concertgoers - and
attendees at Sandoval's master class - "a oncein-a-lifetime musical experience:' Judging from the
audience's overwhelming response, it's clear that
Sandoval and Whitworth's jazz band fulfilled - and
exceeded - Keberle's promise.
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L-R: Rod Sandberg, Tim Demant

Demant & Sandberg Join the Team
Whitworth brings new A.D., head. football coach on board
Tim Demant, who brings more than IS
years of experience leading srnall-college
athletics departments, is Whitworth's new
director of athletics.
Demant comes to Whitworth from
Indiana's Goshen College, where he
served as A.D. for six years. He was also
the A.D. and head men's volleyball
coach at Columbia Bible College (B.C.,
Canada), from 1998-2008.
"Tim will be a great leader for the
Pirates," says Whitworth President Beck
A. Taylor. "He's a competitor himself,
having achieved success in a variety of
roles that include coach and administrator.

And he fully embraces the values and
mission of Whitworth University."
Steve Schadt, '96, Whitworth's aquatics
director and swimming coach, chaired the
committee that selected Demant. "It was
apparent very early that Tim has a genuine
heart for student-athletes," Schadt says.
"And his Christ-centered leadership
style aligns well with the mission of
Whitworth."
Schadt and his fellow committee
members were not the only ones pleased
by Demant's interview.
"1 was very impressed by the
commitment to excellence shared

by President Taylor, the coaches and
everyone I interacted with," says Demant.
"Whitworth University is truly a special
place, and I am excited to be a part of the
team."
Rod Sandberg is Whitworth's new head
football coach, and he's on a mission.
Coming to Whitworth from Wheaton
College (IlL), the intense defensive
specialist leads a team of more than 100
players and is already making his mark in
the tough Northwest Conference, where
the Bucs finished the 2014 season with
a 6A record. He served as Wheaton's
defensive coordinator from 2003~14 and
was also the Thunder's linebackers' coach.
"I'm excited to welcome Coach
Sandberg as Whitworth's new head
football coach," Taylor says. "In
my conversations with Rod, he not
only demonstrates great leadership
and coaching strengths, but he also
understands and embraces Whitworth's
mission. It will be fun to see where Rod
takes the Pirates."
Sandberg chose Whitworth's offer over
a number of others. "It became clear to
me during the interview process that
Whitworth is a special place," he says.
"The players, faculty and administration
are the kind of people I want to align
myself with."

Hall of Fame Welcomes 25th Class
Samantha Kephart, '08, Jock McLaughlin,
'66, Haley Nichols, '97, and Scott McQuilkin,
'84, were inducted into Whitworth's Heritage
Gallery in October. Kephart, a nine-time
All-American, won two NCAA Div. III titles
in swimming. McLaughlin, a standout in
both football and track, earned conference
honors and national recognition. Nichols
ranks second all-time in total points (94),
goals scored (34) and assists (26) in soccer;
she helped lead her team to a pair of NWC
championships. And McQuilkin, a current
Whitworth vice president, was director of
athletics from 1996-2009, earning the 2002
NCAA Division III West Region A.D. of the

L-R: McQuilkin, McLaughlin, Nichols, Kephart, Beck A. Taylor, Tim Demant

Year Award. He played varsity baseball for the
Pirates, and he was Whitworth's baseball coach

from 1985-90, leading his team to the NAIA
regional playoffs three times.

~TODAY
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Honorary Doctorates
Bruner, Mouw feted at summer ceremony
Dale Bruner - known, admired and
within the church, and he has an endowed
loved at Whitworth, where he taught
chair, The Bruner-Welch Chair in
for 22 years, as well as throughout the
Theology, named for him at Whitworth.
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and
Bruner lives with his wife of 51 years,
the American faith
Kathy, in Pasadena,
community - returned
Calif., where he
to Spokane this summer
is working on a
to receive an honorary
commentary on the fifth
doctor of humane
Gospel, Paul's Letter to
letters degree from the
the Romans.
university. Bruner is
Joining Bruner in
the author of a number
receiving an honorary
of books, including A
doctorate of humane
Theology of the Holy
letters was Richard
L-R: Dale Bruner. Richard Mouw
Spirit: The Pentecostal
Mouw, who served as
Experience and the New Testament \X!imess;
president of Fuller Theological Seminary
Matthew: A Commentary; and The Gospel
from 1993-2013. A philosopher, scholar
ofJohn.
and author, Mouw joined the Fuller faculty
During his years at Whitworth, Bruner
as a professor of Christian philosophy
touched the lives of countless students.
and ethics in 1985, after [7 years at
His passion for teaching the biblical
Calv:n College (Mich.). He has been an
narrative, for scholarship, and for church
active friend of Whitworth, consulting
renewal made him one of Whitworth's
with faculty members and administrators
most influential professors. His engaging
about the meaning of being a Christian/
and challenging teaching style also made
theologically Reformed institution. A
him a favorite with the community and at
dynamic thinker and speaker, Mouw has
the seminars and workshops he conducted
been a keynote speaker at Whitworth's
across the country. He remains a respected
annual Institute of Ministry.
teacher and speaker and a strong influence

Whitworth's Highest Honor
During the university's festive 125thanniversary celebration, former chair of the
Whitworth Board ofTrustees Charles "Chuck"
Boppell, '65, was honored with the George F
Whitworth Medal, the university's most hallowed
award. Boppell, who was chair of the board
for 18 years, somehow managed to combine
successfully his dedication to his family (Karlyn,
'67, and children Tauni Broennle, '90, Tiffany
Thompson, and Todd Boppell), his business
career, and his alma mater. In conferring the
award, Whitworth President Beck A. Taylor said,
"Chuck has been incredibly generous with his
leadership, his undying support for Whitworth,
and his financial generosity to ensure that this
special place makes an impact on students'
lives for generations to come:'
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Gerald "Jay" Gordon Kendall, Jr.
Former business professor Jay
Kendall died at home in August,
surrounded by his family. Jay,
who was born in Oakland, Calif.,
in 1939, was a graduate of San
Francisco State University. He
earned hIS MBA from St. Mary's
College, in Moraga, Calif., and
went on to work for Bank of
America for 20 years. Jay joined
the Whitworth faculty as a business
professor in 1984 and retired in
2001. He recalled his 17 years at
Whitworth as a highlight of his life,
saying that he loved working with
students. A loving husband, father
and grandfather, Jay graciously
accepted the things that were
required of him in his life. He faced
a debilitating illness with grace
and resolve, and he served as a role
model for Whitworth's business
students and for everyone who knew
and loved him. Fonner students
came from as far away as California
to join Jay's family and friends, as
well as Whitworth faculty and staff
members, at his memorial service
at Spokane's Knox Presbyterian
Church. Jay is survived by his wife,
Donna, '99; his children, Brian,
'97, Sara, Andrea (Valentine), '98,
Joseph, '01, and Joanna, '10; his
grandchildren; and extended family
and friends.

[Faculty FOCUS]

What's in a Song?
By Ben Brody, '98, D.M.A.

L

ast week I came home from work to
find my eight-year-old son sitting at
the piano, plunking out the tune to the
hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing.
Noah has been taking piano lessons for
the past year, and he has just begun to
enjoy playing by ear, rather than simply
following the music on the page. Along
with the theme from Star Wars and the
earworm Let It Go, from the movie Frozen,
Come, Thou Fount has now entered the
piano, plunking canon of our household.
And I couldn't be happier. Star Wars
and Frozen are woven into my children's
imaginations because they have seen
each movie so many times that they can
hum or sing the music by heart. (In our
house, humming of the Darth Vader
theme is often accompanied by duels
with homemade light sabers.) Come,
Thou Fount has entered our family canon
because we sing it regularly at church. My
sons know all of these songs well because
they have regularly, repeatedly listened to
(or sung) them over months or years.
Music shapes us. We are shaped by
music we listen to, but we are shaped even
more profoundly by the music we sing.
When we sing, our bodies are producing
the music and words that we then hear.
Our muscles engage our lungs, which
circulate the air that surges through our
vocal chords through the resonating
chamber of our mouths to produce sound.
When we physically enact something,

we remember it, often long after other
memories have faded.
I recently read a blog post written
by a mother who wanted to help her
sixth-grade son make good choices when
confronted with peer pressure. She felt he
was well-equipped to know what was right,
but she realized that he had no practice
in actually responding to peer pressure.
Together they brainstormed potential
awkward situations and came up with
several viable ways to respond. The son
then chose the response that felt best to
him, and he rehearsed it with his mom. It
was not enough to simply teach him what
is right: It was just as important to let him
practice his response.
I think that singing in church works in
a similar way. Communal worship trains
us in the vocabulary of faith. Singing
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs shapes
and seeps into our souls as the words and
music are repeated over weeks and months
and years. Songs that we sing in church
form us by giving us the words to respond
in thanksgiving, confession, lament
and praise. When one of my students
is overwhelmed with God's goodness, I
want her first instinct to be to sing Bless
the Lord, 0 My Soul. When a parishioner
encounters doubts and temptations, I
want the words "On Christ the Solid
Rock I stand" to be the response that
encourages faithfulness. When one is near
death, suffering dementia, and can't even

remember the names of her children, I
want the words "Jesus loves me, this I
know" to be among the last words to leave
her lips.
At Whitworth, students have the
opportunity to experience the formative
role of congregational singing in powerful
ways through weekly Hosanna, chapel and
mormng-praver services. More than 30
student musicians are regularly involved
in leading congregational singing in
these services, and hundreds arc shaped
each week through attending them. In
addition, our university choirs regularly
participate in leadership in chapel) as well
as in churches throughout our community.
It is humbling to think that hundreds,
if not thousands, of former Whitworth
student musicians are now leading music
in churches around the world!
For the past several years r have been
involved with the design of a new music
facility for our campus. The new facility
will provide two large rehearsal rooms
for choirs and instrumental groups, new
teaching studios to accommodate the
40 full- and part-time faculty who teach
in the department) and new classrooms
and practice rooms. While there are
many exciting aspects of this project,
I get most excited when I think about
the ways that the expanded rehearsal,
practice and teaching spaces will help us
form musicians who will playa role in
shaping the worship life of churches for
generations to come.
~
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Robinson Rides Again
Longtime Whitworth president
shares a decade of speeches
Whitworth

President

Emeritus

Bill

Robinson, whose presidential tenure at
the university (1993-2010) lSsecond
only to that of Frank Warren (1940-63),
has produced a book of his Whitworth
convocation and commencement
speeches. Matters of Mind & Heart (2014)
includes Robinson's Whitworth addresses
from 2000,10, as well as introductions
for each year and an appendix of
favorite speeches he'd given at other
institutions during that period. "1 expect
that reading these addresses (which are
more sermon than speech) will transport
alumni

readers back in time, to a seat in

Clark and Scott Enjoy New Season of Life
Professor Emert tus Robert Clark,
who taught sociology at Whitworth

'67,
from

1968-73 and from 1987-2014, and who
says that his transition has gone smoothly
("though cleaning out 42 years' worth of

because

I have been able to combine

traveling/spending
time with our
children and grandchildren
with working
on different scholarly projects of my
interest,

being involved

with academia

books and files from my office was a real
challenge!"),
is pursuing "valuable things

and contributing
to it. I am particularly
happy with the opportunity
to keep in

I postponed or gave insufficient attention
to while I was teaching. I look forward

touch with students and col1eagues at
Whitworth
as I participate
in events on

to 'catching

campus, which is a productive way to be
involved with the community."

up' on piano lessons, tlv-

Cowles Auditorium, and to that voice
and presence central to their Whitworth
experience," says Vice President for
Institutional Advancement Scott

fishing, boating with my grandchildren,
enriching my friendships, and traveling."
(He'll visit Korea this winter to see
his son, David, '03, and David's wife

value most about the university

McQudkin,

and baby son, and he's reserved his
tickets for Mariners' spring training in

served. Speaking of Whitworth's
"narrowridge" philosophy, Clark says, "There are

'84, who was instrumental

the publication

in

of the book. "Convocation

was a must-attend
event when Bill was
at the podium, and commencement
was

Arizona.)

Clark also plans to continue

Both Clark and Scott mention
Whitworth's
mission as the thing they

to

made even more special for graduates

contribute
to the academy and to society:
"I continue with professional reading

and their families when Bill spoke. Read.
Reflect. Be blessed once again."

and some writing projects," he says,
"and] will be plugging into volunteer

The book is available through the
Whltworth Bookstore at 509.777.3277 or
www.whitworth.edu/bcokstcre.

service opportunities
contribution.
Dinorah
Whitworth

where I can make a

"
Scott, who worked at
for eighr years and taught

Spanish-language

classes and directed

homestays for the Costa Rica Center,
says, "I am enjoying myself, particularly
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only a handful of his torr cally faith-based
colleges and universities in which I would
enjoy working. I've been blessed to teach
at two of them, and it's 'walking the
narrow

ridge' that has made Whitworth

so special to me." Scan

concurs:

"This

is my favorite thing about Whitworth:
its efforts to fulfill its mission through
programs

that engage its community

of students, faculty and staff to serve
humanity in deeds as they strive to honor

God and follow Christ."

•

Class Notes
20105
2010 Kevin Johnson finished graduate school in June. He received a
master of public administration degree and a master of arts in international
studies, both from the University of Washington. Kevin is now hoping to work
in international development, focusing on water, sanitation and hygiene
projects. Stephanie Reardon married Daniel Redfern, '13, on July 20 in
Mead, Wash.
2011 Julie Caruso graduated from Gonzaga University School of Law.
Andrew Eller married fellow Teach For America member Olivia Powar in
Yosemite National Park on July 19. Christina (Wiese) Thain graduated from
Eastern Washington University with an educational specialist degree in school
psychology. She is now employed as a school psychologist at University
High School, in Spokane Valley,Wash. Christina married Bryce Thain on July
19. Guests in attendance included Bethany (Lierman) Erickson, Anders
Erickson, '10, Teresa Norlin, Callie Chestnut, Emily Grant, '13, Lauren
Rozelle, '18, Jon Robbins, '72, and Karen Robbins, '72.
2012 Chelsea Rowan married Joel Buffum, '10, on July 26. Chelsea
completed her master's degree in mental health counseling from Central
Washington University in 2014 and Joel works as the head of the sports
medicine department for Memorial Hospital, in Yakima, Wash. The Buffums
live in Yakima with their cat, Jesus.
2014 Josie Camarillo is attending Baylor University's School of Social Work,
in Waco, Texas.
DEBUTS
2010 a girl, Dahlia Grace, to Amanda and Taylor K. Belote, June 17
2010 a boy, Jonah James, to Stephanne (Schroeder) and Corey Newman,
July 11
2011 a girl.Ava, to Heather (Metzler) and Jason Graham, Nov.!, 2011
DEPARTURE
Tena Carol Williams, '10 MIT, died April 9, in Spokane Valley, Wash.

20005
2000 Stephanie (Herndon) Richards was accepted to Gonzaga University
School of Law's inaugural accelerated program. She began her studies in
June. Luke Thomas has taught Spanish, A.P.European history and A.P.human
geology at Mt. Spokane High School for the last 14 years. He currently
serves as a content-scoring leader for the Pro Teach Portfolio, and he also
works for Washington Education Association as a trainer for the Professional
Development Program. In addition to serving on Whitworth's Professional
Education Advisory Board, Luke was recently elected to serve on the
Governor's Board of Education.
2002 Matthew Colley, MIT, is an associate at the Black Helterline LLP law
firm, in Portland, Ore. He earned his J.D. from the University of Washington.
Prior to law school, Matthew taught English at Pasco High School for seven
years. He and his wife, Jessica, welcomed their third child last summer:
Lucius "Luke" Emmanuel joins Maximillian Xavier and Margaret "Maggie"
Louise. Katie (Harris) married Ron Mrochko in January. Her maid of honor
was Hannah Snelling, '00, and Meg (Tilney) Bunka, 'OS, was a bridesmaid.
Katie has transitioned from full-time youth ministry to a professional health
coach, and has assisted a few Whitworth alumni with their health goals.

2004 Logan Gage began work as assistant professor of philosophy at
Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio, in the fall. He and his wife,
Liz, have two boys and another child due in Jan. 2015. Brittany Hoback
completed her master's degree in cultural anthropology at the University
of Central Florida in May. She plans to pursue further studies in the Pacific
island nation of Vanuatu.
2005 Miranda lapor Cruz graduated in May from Baylor University with a
Ph.D. in religion, politics and society. In the fall she will join the faculty at
Indiana Wesleyan University as an assistant professor of theology. Since
summer 2013, Abigail Drollinger has lived in Battambang, Cambodia,
where she works with the Sports and Leadership Training Academy. Caitlin
Gregory married Pierson Lee on June 22 at Swans Trail Farms, in Snohomish,
Wash. The bridal party included Katherine Scott, '04, and Kari Kiser, '06.
The couple now live in Lynnwood, Wash. Serena (Lindquist) and Sterling
McPherson welcomed their fourth child in January. Sterling recently
became the director of the Program of Excellence in Addictions Research at
Washington State University, in Pullman, Wash., and he was chosen to be a
National Institutes of Health Fellow, with expertise in clinical trials. John Rush
married Alexandra Cassini in Dec. 2012. John received a Ph.D. in economics
from the University of Hawaii at Manoa in April, and this fall he took a faculty
position teaching economics at Marlboro College, in Vermont.
2007 Kaley (Hawk) McCauley completed the Gettysburg North South
Marathon in Gettysburg, Penn., in April. In May, she graduated from Villanova
University with a master of arts in theology with a concentration in historical
studies. Kaley married Ian Guyon Dec. 27, 2013, and celebrated through a
church wedding ceremony on July 26 in Kennewick, Wash.
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LEADERSHIP FORUM

2008 Kristina Blott married Christopher Parkin, '05, on May 17.
Christopher recently completed his sixth year teaching saxophone and jazz
studies courses at Whitworth.
DEBUTS
2000 a boy, Ezra, to Melissa (Zielinski) and Jason Zollner, Jan. 30
2001 a boy, Kincade Isaac, to Amber (Isaac) and Jonathan Ziring,
May 4, 2013
2002 a girl, Quinna Anne, to Stephanie (Stern) and Ben Carlson, Jan. 27
2002 a girl, Elysia Grace, to Mary (Krogmann) and Shawn Hellwege,
Dec. 5, 2013
2002 a boy, Renner Aden, to Jennifer (Marshall) and Brian Hunl, April 14
2002 a girl, Kendall Reese, to Joan (Slarr) and Kipp Parker, Aug. 12, 2013
2003 a boy, Ezra Samuel, to Elizabeth (Marx) and Derek Anderson, May 7
2003 a boy, Elijah, to Alaina (Howe) and Thomas Merry, Dec. 11,2013
2004 a girl, Ella, to Alyssa (Burch) and Dave Oillard, March 12,2013
2004 a boy, David Gregory,to Angela (Yee) Karch, Dec. 27, 2013
2004 a boy,Arlo Glen, to Darla (Lewis) Antoine and Elric Seelye, July 5
2004 a boy, Roger Nehemiah, to Tami (Turner-Keyser) and Jason Hagglund,
March 11,2011
2004 a girl, Claire, to Jane and Lars Olson, July 13,2012
2004 a boy,Kyler,to Meghan (Williams) and Keith Ross, '11,ApriI22, 2013
2004 a girl, Kalia, to Shanda (Lasconia) and Joseph Sanchez, Sept. 21,2013

Bryan Stevenson
April 14, 2015
The spnng forum will feature Bryan Stevenson,
who heads the Equal Justice Initiative,
headquartered
challenges
advocates

ll1

Montgomery, Ala. EJI

poverty and racial injustice,
for equal treatment

in the criminal

justice system, and creates hope for marginalized
communities. Stevenson is also an acclaimed
speaker on the racial biases that pervade the
U.S. justice system. In a recent New Yorl<Times
editorial, South African Archbishop Desmond
Tutu referred

to

him as "America's young Nelson

Mandela." We hope you'll join us. You'll be
receiving additional

information

this spring.

2005 a boy, Carter Mac, to Erin (McPherson) and Thaddeus Galloway,
Nov.22, 2011
2005 a girl, Hadley Ann, to Sara (Henning) and Robert Hudkins, '06,
Aug. 13, 2013
2005 a boy, Mason Lawrence, to lIana (Miller) and Justin James, '07,
Sept. 22, 2010,
2005 a girl, Sara Helen, to lIana (Miller) and Justin James, '07, Feb. 9,
2013
2005 a boy, Isaac, to Nicole (Parsons) and Wonchul Jung, Dec. 28, 2011
2005 a boy, David, to Nicole (Parsons) and Wonchul Jung, Oct. 28, 2013
2005 a boy, William Grant Chrysostom, to Serena (Lindquist) and Sterling
McPherson, 'OS, Jan. 6
2005 a girl, Hannah Marie, to Sarah (Lamb) and Bryce Robberl, April 26,
2012
2005 a girl, Emma Rose, to April (Brast) and Travis Smith, Jan. 25
2006 a boy, Amos Immanuel, to Teranne (McComas) and Niek Arentsen,
March 11,2013
2006 a girl, Charlotte, to Candy (Haxton) and Brian Birkhauser, May 29,
2013
2006 a girl, Elizabeth Eagle, to Mary (Eagle) and Corban Harwood, April 7

To see Bryan Stevenson's recent TED rail<,
VIsit www.eji.org/TED.

2006 a girl, Prescott Rose Mary, to Lara (Thompson) and Daniel Ramsay,
'09,July 10,2013
2006 a girl, Ellie Jean, to Rebecca Gregerson and Dustin Strickland, Feb. 28
2007 a boy, Ethan Wesley,to Heather and Peler Burke, Aug. 23
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2007 a girl, Sophia Grace, to Kimberly and Jonathan Holderman, Jan. 4
2007 a girl,Autumn Olivia, to Emily (Johnson) and Jerrod Miller, March 7
DEPARTURE
Geraldine "Jill" Dahl, '01, died Oct. 21.

19905
1991 Laura (Seapy) Crihfield is pastor offamily ministry at
Central Presbyterian Church, in Towson, Md.
1993 Kim (MacDougall) Jewett recently celebrated 20 years
of marriage to Dave, '89, She is a full-time mother to four
children, ages 3 to 16. Kim works part time in children's
ministries at Mercer Island Presbyterian Church and is also an
independent Usborne Books consultant, selling books through
www.joyfulreaders.com.
1997 Aimee Moiso is a Ph.D. student in homiletics and
liturgics at Vanderbilt University, in Nashville, Tenn.
1998 Rebecca Curtis married Michael Lillie in
August. Jennifer (Parrish) Lunde is an office
administrator for Chuckanut Bay Foods, a cheesecake
manufacturer in Ferndale, Wash.
1999 David Haslet and Timothy Haslet ran the
Boston Marathon for their sister, Adrianne HasletDavis, who lost part of her leg in the Boston
bombings. Adrienne's resilience and recovery as a
dance instructor have become inspirational to many.
DEBUTS
1993 a girl, Zivla, to Sacha and Megan (Kresch)
Davis, '94, Aug. 23, 2010
1994 a boy, Eben, to Kathryn Romaine and Chris
Koch, April 9, 2013
1995 a boy,Will, to Heather and Chris Franklin, Feb. 26, 2010
1995 a boy, Drew,to Heather and Chris Franklin, Aug. 5, 2006
1995 a boy, Brecks Matthew, to Jennifer (Gregory) and Matthew
Hlrschfelder, '95, Feb. 11
1995 a boy, Dennis, to Raphaela Kim and Yeong-Wha 5awng, Aug. 12, 2003
1997 a girl, McKinley, to Jeanna (McLaUghlin) Parks, Jan. 29, 2009
1998 a girl, Gianna Mayme Rose, to Hilary (Martin) and Timothy Williams,
Nov. 16,2013
1999 a boy, Ronen Jedidiah, to Coral (Langton), '02, and David Haslel,
June 27
1999 a boy, Benjamin, to Amanda (Ayars) and Jay Nevin, Oct. 22, 2012
DEPARTURES
Susan J. Hatch, '90, died Feb. 7,2013. MarkA. (Springer) Shannon, '90,
died Aug. 16. Lisa A. (Hedlund) Torres, '95 MIT, died Aug. 20. Karen L.
Bourget-Orosco, '98, died May 15. Meagan (Widhalm) Wentworth, '99,
died March 10 after battling cancer. Meagan worked for a variety of fitness
businesses and was a dedicated athlete and an avid volunteer. In 2011, she
met the love of her life, Juan Carlos, who supported her during her illness.
Laurie A. Wertich, '99 MIT, died May 9 in Ketchum, Idaho.

Opening the Door
By Molly Daniels. '16
Haley Atkinson and Marissa Ranno, both '13,
shared a dorm room during their years at
Whitworth. Now they share a dream and
an organization. Atkinson (pictured top)
and Ranno (pictured bottom) direct First
Door, an after-school and summer tutoring
program, now in its second year, in North
Portland, Ore.
The idea for First Door arose when
Atkinson, an English and peace studies
major, participated in a summer program
in a low-income apartment complex in
North Portland. Through this program, she
cultivated relationships with young students
and families living in the area. "I wanted to
step into life with these children," Atkinson
says. She moved into the apartment
complex with the goal of providing a safe
and educational place for students to come
after school.
Atkinson invited Ranno, an education
major, to join her in creating First Door.
Ranno joined the program because" ...
my four years at Whitworth challenged me
not only to open my eyes and see racial,
economic and social inequalities, but to do
something."
The program started in a renovated garage, but soon
moved to a two, bedroom apartment in the same complex.
Both women say that living alongside the children and
families with whom they work has strengthened the
relationships they have built.
First Door's mission is to invest in and empower
students and to partner with their families, all in the
hope of helping the students to flourish. "We believe that
education is the first door to many opportunities; thus, our
mission is to provide access to education," Ranno says.
While their current positions with First Door are
voluntary, they are working to make it a permanent
program. They have considered applying for nonprofit
status, and they hope to offer internship opportunities
in the future. Meanwhile, they both have jobs in the
community. Ranno works at Sitton Elementary, the
school attended by the children in their program,
while Atkinson works at James John Elementary.
To learn more about the First Door, visit
www.facebook.com/firstdoorhomeworkclub.
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a major corporation in food management and production. They have enjoyed
raising their family in a small suburb west of Portland, Ore. Paula Zeller is
celebrating 25 years at the Orange County Sanitation District. She currently
works at Plant 2 as a senior operator, tour guide, and a "Building Leaders
for A Sustainable Tomorrow" diversity team leader. As chair of the Plant
Operations and Maintenance Committee for Water Environment Federation,
Paula and other professionals develop materials for operator development.
She is also involved in ministry at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, in
Newport Beach.
DEBUT
1989 a girl, Kayleigh, to Danlelle and Oan Polage, March 24, 2012

Join your fellow Central and Latin America Study Program
alumni and faculty for a reunion at Whitworth. We'll share
more details in the coming months via email. To make
sure we have your latest contact information, please visit
the alumni section of www.whitworth.edu today.
For questions, or if you'd like to help coordinate your
group's activities, please email alumni@Whitworth.edu.

1980s
1980 Stanley D. Bonner has been married to Isabel Ann Cooke for 12
years. They have two kitties. Ted V. Cummings retired in Sept. 2012 after a
32-year career teaching and coaching volleyball and tennis in Yakima and
Walla Walla, Wash. He and his wife, laura, have one grandchild, and Ted
serves on the board of directors and participates in house-building for Walla
Walla Habitat for Humanity. Jeff Halstead published his second book on
teaching, Empowering Excellence: Creating Positive, Invigorating Classrooms
in a Common Core Environment. The book, released in July, is published
internationally by Rowman and Littlefield Education. Jeff, an educator, writer
and trainer, works for Spokane Public Schools.
1982 Noma Hudson is starting her 32nd year in the Longview School
District, in Longview,Wash. She recently moved from her position as principal
of Columbia Valley Gardens Elementary School to her current position as
principal of Cascade Middle School. This is her ninth year as a principal after
being a high-school English teacher for 23 years. Ruth Ann (Heddendort)
leduc and her husband, Norm, serve at the U.S. mobilization base of
Pioneers, where Ruth Ann cares for workers in Europe through personal
contact, debriefing, crisis care and transition management.
1985 Natalie J. Dong is the director of The Center for Polytrauma Care, as
well as the acting deputy chief of the psychology service at VA Puget Sound.
1986 Marjorie Richards went to Cuba in September as an educator with
the U.S.Women and Cuba Collaboration. She experienced a rich sense of
community and "the utter ubiquity" of incredible music and art. Marjorie
participated in a panel discussion on U.S. and Cuban lesbians and allies.
Her marriage of eight years was recently recognized by Washington State, and
she will be presenting on LGBTtopics for the Seattle College District.
1987 Linda S. (Washburn) Delong's oldest daughter is a senior at
Whitworth and plans to graduate in May 2015 with a degree in elementary
education. Linda is a caregiver for Visiting Angels, and her husband works for
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DEPARTURES
Audrey R. (Oiland) Forkner, '80, died June 4 in Spokane. David A. Neel, '80,
died March 7 in Zionsville, Ind. He married Nancy Wilkinson in 1985. Dave
earned a master's degree in chemistry from Butler University and worked at
Eli Lilly, in Indianapolis, for more than 33 years. Dave was a member of Christ
Church Reformed Presbyterian Church, in Brownsburg, Ind. for more than
30 years. Helen E. (Baker) Houser, '82 M.Ed., died Sept. 9 in Spokane,
just days short of her 90th birthday. Helen was married for 61 years to
Frank Houser, former chair of the sociology department at Whitworth. Helen
served as a homemaker and social worker, and, after retirement, she and
Frank moved to Nanjing University, in China, where they taught English and
American culture. Marian E. (Maisel) McMullen, '82, died April 26. Gary M.
Sheats, '82, died March 12,2013. Oeborah J. Peppones, '83, died March
16,2013. Edith M. Ooughty, '86. died May 24, 2013. Carolyn (Bennett]
Kamps, '88 M.S., died Jan. 10,2012.

19705
1970 Gary Fuller is now retired and is busy writing fiction. Lethal
Conspiracy, a thriller with plenty of terrorists and "a magnificent love story;' is
his first published novel. laurel L. Havens retired at the end of August, with
24 years of service from McKinstry Co., LLC,as a contracts administrator. The
Rev.Bill Mcivor retired in June as Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) clergy. His
final pastorate was with the Presbyterian Church in Sudbury, Mass. Bill and
his wife, Merrie, who also retired from Chelmsford High School after teaching
Spanish for a number of years, moved home to Seattle in September.
Deborah (Morrissey) and her husband, Keith Stennes, have been busy with
relief efforts following the Carlton Complex firestorm in July, which devastated
the area and burned more than 300 homes. Recovery is expected to take
three to five years.
1972 Dorothy (Larson) Hay is a counselor at Liberty High School, in the
Issaquah School District. This is her 25th year conducting Issaquah Singers,
an all-volunteer, non-audition, four-part, 50-member choir that sings at
senior living centers and civic events. Visit wwwissaquahsingers.com.
1975 Carolyn (Curley) McNeil began her 40th year in teaching this fall. Her
daughter, Molly, is an English teacher, and her son, John, is finishing his MIT.
1977 Wayne K.Akana is hoping that all of the Latin America Study Program
friends are able to come to the 40th anniversary reunion of travels to Latin
America. In July 2015 (see ad above left). Oebi (Klahn) Knight welcomed a
new grandson, Sebastian, born to her daughter, Clare, and Clare's husband,
Dam, on March 8.
1979 Linda K. (Withrow) Hilton received the 2012 National Consumers
League Florence Kelley Consumer Leadership Award.

•

---

DEPARTURES
Thomas C. Jaeger, '70 M.Ed., died April 16 in Spokane. Julia E. Bohman,
'71, died March 23. Julia worked for
the Idaho Commission for the Blind
and Visually Impaired for almost 30
years. She is survived by her twin
sister, husband, brother, and extended
family. Leander E. Wright, '71, died
March 15. Lee was drafted into the
Army and served in Europe during the
Battle of the Bulge. After his discharge,
he worked in the telephone industry,
where he met his wife, Beatrice
Mebust. They were married 65 years.
Lee is survived by his wife and
daughters, among others. Elizabeth
"Betty" Barnes, '72 MAT, died June
8 in Spokane Valley. Betty committed
much of her life to encouraging young
people. She spent many years as a
camp director for Campfire Girls. Having earned degrees from Washington
State University, Eastern Washington University and Whitworth, Betty taught
courses in English and history at the Community Colleges of Spokane.
Bill L. Cossey, '72, died Sept. 16,2013. Lawrence B, Oslry, '72 M.Ed.,
died May 25, 2013. Ted M. Kimball, '73, died of cancer on Sept. 30,
2012, in Spokane. Frances shut-sin (Wong) Lau, '73, died March 31 of
pneumonia while traveling in China with her husband, Andy, '73. They were
high-school sweethearts and married right after college. Frances earned
her master's degree from the University of Oregon and worked for Blackwell
UK, selling books to university libraries across Asia. Lorraine K. (Rowe)
Summers, '74, died Sept. 24, 2013. Jan M, (Cooper) Gable, '76, died
March 4 after a five-year battle with pulmonary hypertension and dealing
with complications from a congenital heart defect. She fostered a love
for music and playing the piano. Jan's passion for education and children
was exemplified by her 39 years of teaching and decades of volunteertsm.
Sophie Pempe, '76, died Jan. 18,2013. Don E. Howard, '79, died Dec.
21,2012. Lori P. Pallon, '79, died Jan. 16,2011, In Seattle. Lori worked
as an administrative law judge for the State of Washington.

• • • • • • • • •
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19605
1960 Ruth E. (Herman) Buchtel's granddaughter, Madison Zenke, entered
her freshman year at Whitworth this fall with the Class of 2018. Leapin
Leroy A. Levesque plays senior softball and has been on several national
championship teams in the past 15 years. He currently plays on a 75-yearsand-older team.
1961 Nancy MacCorkle and her husband, Glenn, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary on June 20 with family and friends, at a gathering
hosted by their three children. Priscilla Small is working on Coatzospan
Mixtec Spanish dictionary and grammar.
1965 Dave A. Gunderson was inducted into the Softball Hall of Fame, in
2010, the Softball Hall of FameTeam of the Decade 1960-70, in 2012, and
also into the University of Idaho Hall of Fame, in 2014.
1965 Glenn Jolley backpacked the Washington section of the Pacific
Crest Trail solo during summer 2012; he hiked about 550 miles, from
the Columbia Gorge to Canada. The next summer he backpacked solo

..

--------------

'A Part of the Legacy'
By Teresa Norlin, '11

Whitworth Annual Giving Specialist
Chances are, if you went to Whitworth, the word
"community" fills you with a sense of nostalgia. (If you're a
bit of a cynic, it might also make you want to roll your eyes
or cringe.) It's a cornerstone of Whitworth's culture, it's
what many graduates miss most about their time here, and
it's one of the alumni office's biggest challenges.
That sense of community is difficult to echo in the
alumni experience. Recently, Whitworth has been making
steps to further such efforts, including the implementation
of the Alumni Discovery Project. During our second
year, in summer 2014,12 student ambassadors worked
all along the West Coast contacting alumni, securing
interviews, meeting for coffee, reflecting on those unique
conversations, and sharing stories with the university to
help to strengthen the institution.
Student ambassador Marissa Stallings, '15, spent her
summer in Orange County, Calif. "One of my favorite
interviews was with a woman who expressed how grateful
she is for her time at Whitworth," Stallings says. "She said
that her perspective was changed here, and she now views
her work in the light of service."
This summer, we learned about many ways in which
Whitworthians serve their communities. Nearly one-third
of the alumni interviewed this summer reported that they
donate their time and talents in significant ways, and most
are involved with more than one charitable organization.
When asked about alumni who initially appeared
skeptical about the project, ambassadors reported that some
alums felt they had nothing to offet or believed that their
story wouldn't be interesting. The ambassadors also noted
that those alumni generally overcame their skepticism and
often seemed pleased to participate in the interview, feeling
heard and valued throughout the process.
Amy (Thobum) Cutter, '[2, talks about her time with
Discovery Project interviewer Kirin Foster, '15; both are
natives of the Tacoma, Wash., area. 'The interview allowed
me to relive so many of the precious memories that made
me who I am today," Cutter says. "I felt a part of the legacy
that this project documents, and I cannot wait to share my
experience in other ways during the years to come."
We hope to continue this project for many years, to
extend this invitation to every Whitworth graduate, and
to ensure that every unique story is told and every voice
is heard. Student ambassadors understand the value of
hearing every story, whether it comes from a positive or a
critical place. If you receive an invitation in the future, we
hope you'll answer the call.
Visit www.whitworth.edu/discoveryproject for more
information about the Discovery Project.
'WIirrw:><rH
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to the Northern California/Oregon section of the Pacific Crest Trail, from
Weed, Calif., to the Columbia Gorge, a total of about 750 miles. This past
summer, Glenn was scheduled to hike 225 miles of the John MuirTrail,
from Yosemite Valley to Mt. Whitney. Bob Sharp received the Outstanding
Professor Award in the Dallas Community College District and the
University of TexasTeaching Excellence Award. He also mentors students at
Whitworth six months of the year.
DEPARTURES
Shirley J. (Lund) Gotts, '61, died Feb. 13 in Madison, Ind. She is survived
by her husband of 59 years, Dr. Edward Gotts, '60. Robert K. Revel, '62,
died March 15. J. David Robblee, '62, died April 6 after a battle with cancer.
Dave was a teacher who performed service work in Thailand. He owned Six
Robblees', Inc., and was involved in various community organizations. Dave
joined Whitworth's Board ofTrustees in 1983. He is survived by his wife,
Anne, and children, Beth (Robblee) Soderlund, '98,Andy, '95, and Tim,
'89. Neva R. (York) Rogers, '62, died April 11,2013. Neva worked for the
Evergreen School District, in Vancouver, Wash., as a special-education and
sixth-grade teacher. She was a longstanding member of the Good Shepherd
Episcopal Church. Neva enjoyed hiking, gardening, reading, and spending
time with her grandchildren. Frances J. Wright, '62, died July 6 in Virginia.
Frances worked for the Duluth News Tribune, in the circulation department,
before moving to Spokane, where she attended college and became a
school teacher. She enjoyed reading and traveling. Albert Babcock, '63,
died March 29, 2012. AI was a veteran of the U.S.Air Force. He was also a
retired chemist with Hoffmann-LaRoche, in Sterling Forest, NY, and was a
longtime member of First Presbyterian Church of Chester. John Birchard,
'63, M.R.S., died May 3. Robert Ltddlngs, '63, died May 27, 2013. Arthur
E. Ware, '63, died Nov. 11,2011. Richard H. (Dick) Weston, '63, died
Oct. 29, 2012. Samuel K. Nanbu, '64, died Nov. 6, 2012. Diane Spencer,
'64, died June 24. judge Diane (MacDonald) 8arz, '65, died May 14
after a battle with cancer. She served as the first woman law clerk in the
Montana Supreme Court and deputy county attorney in Yellowstone County,
and was the first woman elected to the District Court of Montana, among
other accomplishments. Lois F. (Brubaker) Johnson, '66, died March 20 in
Davenport, Wash. Katherine M. Riller, '66 M.Ed., died Ocl. 13,2013. John
L.Trautman, '67 M.Ed., died May 29, Lila M. Wayne, '67 M.Ed., died June
1, 2013.liza was a retired Lt. Col. in the U.S.Air Force and a retired dietary
supervisor for the State of Virginia. Myrle A. Ambrose, '68 M.Ed., died April
19,2002. Carolyn M. Hudnall, '68, died Jan. 9, 2013. Mark H. Mundinger,
'68, died Jan. 31, 2013. Michael H. Trell, '68, died March 25, 2013. Phyllis
O. (Kringlie) Halvorson, '69, died Dec. 13,2013. Phyllis loved teaching, and
she volunteered for many years at the Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture,
in Spokane. She participated in operettas and musical plays throughout her
school years and was also very active in church. Phyllis and her husband,
Roald, were married for 69 years.

1950s
1955 Donald L. Dixon enrolled in Whitworth's evening and summer
programs to earn his education degree in 1962 and his master of arts in
teaching in 1969.
1959 Helen (8engtson) Nash married Wally Alder in May after having
been widowed in 2011. The new Mrs. Nash-Alder and her husband are both
members of Newport Presbyterian Church, in Bellevue, and graduates of Lake
Washington High School, in Kirkland. Wally is a graduate of the University of
Washington and was employed by Boeing prior to retirement.
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DEPARTURES
Arnold L. Blumhagen, '50, died Sept. 22, 2012. Mary P. Chang, '50, died
Jan. 23, 2013. Joyce Hazelbaker, '50, died May 14, in Grangeville, Idaho.
After graduating from Deaconess Hospital School of Nursing, in Spokane, she
spent nearly 50 years in areas related to healthcare. Joyce served in the U.S.
Air Force Nurse Corps, and her military service is recorded at the memorial
in Washington, D.C.Janene A. (Zimmerman) Hovee, '50, died March 26.
William H. Johnson, '50, died July 7. Wallace E. Russell, '50, died June 1.
The Rev. 1. Graley Taylor, '50, died June 25. He joined the Army and served in
Korea just before the end of World War 11.He served as a pastor of a number
of churches in his years of ministry and was also involved in inspirational
filmmaking. Last March, Graley received the Whitworth Alumni Mind & Heart
Award. Lloyd A. Henderson, '51, died Aug. 1,2013. Randall B. Hucks, '51,
died Aug. 22, 2012, in Kenmore, Wash. The Rev. Roy R. Myers, '51, died Dec.
31, 2012, in Federal Way,Wash. He served in the U.S. Navy and the Army
National Guard and was an active-duty chaplain. Roy is survived by his wife,
Dorothy, and their children Susan (Myers) Holmes, '68, and Daniel, '70;
and grandchildren Nathanael, '97, and Emily (Myers) Robbins, '00, among
others. Joseph M. Thome, '51, died June 21 in Vancouver, Wash. He worked
for Chrysler Corp. and continued his 43-year career in executive positions
with Porsche, Fiat, Subaru. and Volkswagen. He was a member of several
men's choral societies and always maintained a strong Christian faith. David
L. Norvell, '52, died July 1, 1982. Forrest Dean Bailey, '53, died March 4.
He was a real estate appraiser who worked with various companies during
his career, and he served as a deacon at Davis (Calif.) Community Church.
Among others, he is survived by his wife of 60 years, Muriel (Stover), '51,
his son, Forrest Mark Bailey, '77, and his granddaughter, Kimberly Bailey,
'11. Vernon D. Buckley, '53, '64 M.Ed., died Aug. 19. He was a mental-

health counselor in Spokane, and he extended his practice on the Spokane
Reservation. Vernon volunteered as a police chaplain for the Spokane
Police Department and was a member of Minnehaha Covenant Church. He
is survived by his wife, Marie, '62, and their children. Larry Deasis, '53,
died March 23, 2012. Wallace G. Opstad, '53, died June 17. He began his
professional career as an English teacher and later became an administrator
in the Los Angeles Unified School District and the Poway Unified School
District. Even after his retirement, he continued to serve the district for
another decade. Wally's main interests in life were family and education. Paul
J. Bennett, '54, died Sept. 3 in Albion, Wash. Jim Fenner, '54, died July 15.
Marian L.IAucull) Woods, '54, died March 1, 1996. Janel J.IWiliiams)
Jongeward, '55, died April 4. She married G. Ron Jongeward, '57, in 1955.
Jan enjoyed a long career as an elementary school teacher, primarily in

Honolulu. In 1996, she and Ron retired and returned to Yakima, Wash. Jan
is survived by her husband and daughters. Phillip N. Sweet, '55, died May
4 in White City, Ore. Abraham T. Cheng, '56, died March 9, 2013. Hallie
M. (Norton) Henkins, '56, died Feb. 2, 2012. Sandra (Babcock) Strong,
'56, died Nov. 15,2013. Edwin K. Randal, '57, died Aprii 29, 2012. Gayle
E. Rice, '57, died May 24. Gayle won vocal performance awards and sang
in several choirs during his college years in Spokane. He and his wife, Rena
Dixon, were married for more than 50 years. Gayle was a dedicated educator,
leader, deacon and elder. He is survived by his family, including grandson
Eric, '14. James A. Weir, '57, died March 21. In Aug. 1957, Jim married
lonna (Wendelburg), '57. He had a 57-year career in the oil industry. He
is survived by family members including Jo Ellen (Weir), '54, and Richard
Jones, '57, and Bruce Wendelburg, '65. Larry D. Clark, '58 M.Ed., died July
30,1998. E. Robert Reese, '59, died June 21, 2002.

1940s

With Richard Strauch, D.M.A.,
Professor of Music

DEPARTURES
Harriet F. (Bagdon) Swystun, '40, died May 19,2012. William H. Hoppe,
'42, died Nov.30, 2012. Barbara E. (Bauer) Siem, '44, died Aug. 6,
2012, after a long fight with dementia. Gertrude Haussler, '45, died
March 20, 2012. Margaret (Kalk) Phillips, '46, died May 6, in Sandpoint,
Idaho. Margaret was a teacher in the Bonner County School District for
26 years. After retiring from teaching, she and her husband, Harry, enjoyed
traveling throughout the Western U.S. (including Alaska), and Australia.
Cecil Schersand, '46, died Dec. 2, 2004, in Hollywood. He received the
Purple Heart after being wounded in World War II. He worked as a masonry
contractor for more than 40 years in California's Antelope Valley. Cecil was a
member of Lancaster United Methodist Church and the Disabled American
Veteran Association. Roy G. Hanson, '47, died July 26. Fred K. Merrill, '47,
died May 14. He served in the Navy during World War II and later was a
principal in Chewelah, Wash. During his membership in the Chewelah Kiwanis
Club, Fred built the office of Chewelah Manor, a local facility that helps
seniors in the community. He is survived by his wife, Jean (Landreth), '48,
among others. Marion J. [Hanenburg) Boden, '48, died April 14, 2009, in
Newport, Wash. Alyce Taylor Cheska, '48. died Oct. 6, 2012. She pursued
an academic professional career for more than 40 years. She is credited
with numerous writings, including four books and 140 research papers,
book chapters, professional papers and presentations. Alyce was a pioneer
in women's physical education, holding various state and national offices.
Merrie D. Major, '48, died Sept. 23, 2006. She was a probation officer for
San Diego County and was a member of Covenant Presbyterian Church.
Katherine (Thielke) Miller, '4B, died March 1. Edith Mae (Felts) Peabody,
'48, died April 18 in Hayden, Idaho. The Rev. Lester L. Pontius, '48, died
Feb. 22. Dorothy J. (Compher) Schersand, '48, died July 28, 2006. She was
a private-duty nurse and a school nurse for Antelope Valley College during
her career. She earned an R.N. and a B.S., as well as a master's degree
and a teaching certificate. Dorothy was also a health and first aid instructor.
The Rev. Edward J. Underhill, '48, died April 21. He graduated from Dallas
Theological Seminary and served in various pastoral roles at Fourth Memorial
Church, in Spokane, from 1959 until his retirement in 1989. Ed was an
involved leader in several Christian organizations. Sammie O. "Roy" Hirata,
'49, died Dec. 8, 2005. Edith C. (Hiskey) Salter, '49. died Dec. 27, 2013.
She was a school teacher who also gave private piano lessons in her home
for more than 20 years. She was also a pianist and organist for various
churches. Edith is survived by her family, including her husband of 63 years,
Robert, '51. Janice A. (Kirby) Unti, '49, died June 3D, 2013.

[AfterWORD]
Whitworth alumni in their own words

Grace and the Legal System
By Carissa Greenberg, '06
I heard once that our sense of smell is
one of the strongest senses associated with
memory. That's proved true for me every
fall I've lived in Eastern Washington.
When the air noticeably transitions to fall,
the smell reminds me of walking across
the Whitworth campus. Usually, 1 become
nostalgic as I think about the relationships
I developed with professors and fellow
students. But this year, as I walk across
a deserted parking lot in Yakima after a
long day of work, the fall air causes me to
think about the role Whitworth played in
leading me here to serve Washington state
as an assistant attorney general.
Back in 2002, I walked onto the
Whitworth campus interested in setting
myself up to attend law school. I was
directed to Julia Stronks, a professor in the
political studies (now political science)
department. When I met with her, I
expected she would give me a recipe of
classes and internships that, if I followed it,
would propel me to success in law school.
Julia's advice, however, was anything
but formulaic. Aside from encouraging me
to take some introductory political science
courses, she gave me a piece of advice
that guided my entire college education.
She said, "You will undoubtedly leave
Whitworth able to write well and think
critically, which will help you succeed in
law school. The most important thing
is to use your time here to discover who
you are, what you believe, and what your
responsibilities are to the world."
1welcomed Whitworth's opportunities
to go beyond the "pine-cone curtain": I
34
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volunteered at the Spokane County Public
Defender's Office; I took a Jan Term class
in Chicago, studying organizations and
programs that aid the underprivileged; and
my theatre senior project involved using
communirv-based theatre with teenagers
at a local alternative school and homeless
shelter to build communication skills.
These experiences, in addition to my
other coursework, caused me to struggle
with the implications of my unearned
privilege. I developed an understanding
that the world isn't black and white,
and consequently, what it means to be
a Christian in this world isn't black and
white, either.
I entered law school with a sense of
responsibility, rooted in faith. I wanted
to use my future law degree to help the
less fortunate. After J was licensed as
an attorney, I spent almost two years at
a private finn in Olympia, representing
individuals who were denied Social
Security disability benefits. Social Security
laws and regulations can be confusing,
especially for someone who is consumed
by physical pain and/or battling mental
impairments, and I found this work
rewarding because my clients could not
advocate for themselves independently.
At the end of2011, J joined the

Washington State Attorney General's
Office as an assistant attorney general.
The A.G.'s office represents state agencies,
and the client agency I represent is
the Department of Social and Health
Services. I primarily represent DSHS
in cases initiated by Child Protective
Services, in which the state believes a
child has been abused or neglected or isn't
receiving adequate care. Through these
cases, we help and protect children. In
fact, many situations from which CPS
removes children are similar to those my
Social Security clients endured when they
were children - situations that very likely
contributed to the mental impairment
that renders them unable to sustain
employmenr. I like to think that our
intervention helps mitigate this impact on
the children DSHS protects.
Despite the importance of this work
and how strongly I feel about it, 1
continue to challenge myself with the
advice that Julia gave me back in 2002.
Now that I am a practicing attorney,
these are questions I ask myself: Is there
a just result in this situation? If so, is
that result provided for by law? Does this
situation have only one just outcome?
What role does grace play in our legal
system? Or does grace even have a role?

Please join us July 9-11, 2015, when Whitworth will host a continuing legal education
event and reunion for Whitworthians working in or retired from the legal profession. I look
forward to discussing these questions with my fellow Whitworthians, and if you are an
attorney or judge, Ihope you will join us. Contact the alumni & parent relations office at
alumniiWNhitworth.edu or 509. 777.3799, or visit www.whitworth.edujattyreunion.

s

In honor of Whitworth's
125th anniversary, a new
book, Torchbearers: Whitworth
Stories, features 125 people
and 125 things that embody
Whitworth's enduring mission
and inform our understanding
of what it means to be a
Whitworthian. The book's
chapters - Builders, Believers,
Competitors, Revelers,
Scholars, Creatives and
Visionaries - allow you to
experience the Whitworth story
in a unique and engaging way.
Hardcover; full-color photos;
280 beautifully designed pages.
Available at www.wlnrworth.
edu/bookstore for $19.99
plus shipping.
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Their Creative
Thinking Then
Means Something Big
for Whitworth Now
A $44,900 real-estate gift made to Whitworth University
(then Whitworth College) in 1976 was recently sold for $1.15
million! The donors, Leonard "Bud» Myhre and his wife, Loretta,

The property was subject to a 99~year lease, with nearly 50

loved Whitworth's mission of mind-and-heart education. Bud

years remaining. The Whitworth Foundation Board of Directors

served on the Whitworth Board of Trustees from 1973 to 1992;

oversaw management of the gift, and several times in the course

during his tenure on the board he declared, "I firmly believe in

of a 38~year span the lessee offered to purchase the property.

the Whitworth theme of Jesus Christ as an essential part of the

Each time, the foundation board declined the offer, believing the

college education." The Mvhres' daughter, Sharon, graduated

value would continue to increase. In spring 2014, an acceptable

from Whitworth in 1966.

offer was finally negotiated. Bud Myhre passed away in 2006, but

Bud and Loretta owned a small parcel ofland in downtown

Loretta and their children are thrilled that their gift will provide

Seattle that had been in Loretta's family for generations. With

Whitworth with significant funds to help construct the new

Bud's foresight that the property might increase in value over the

Cowles Music Center. TIle university honors Bud and Loretta for

years, they gave the parcel to Whitworth with the hope that the

their creative philanthropy and encourages you to think outside

university would benefit in the future.

the box as you consider supporting Whitworth.

